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’ 


SUBJ: Report of attack on a Ue S. Navy Aircraft by Hostile Aireraft 


Le ‘A%L1625Z, 22 August 1956 (0025 local time, 23 August) naval aircraft 
Bureau Number 124362 from Electronic Countermeasures Squadron ONE (VQ=1) 
was attacked by hostile aircraft in a position initially reported to be 
latitude 27°52! North, longitude 122°08' East. This position is approxi- 
mately 180 miles north of Formosa and 32 miles east of the Chinese 
Gommunist mainland and was obtained by projeeting the intended track from 
the last known position sent by the plane commander 40 minutes prior to 
the attack. The mission of the aircraft on this patrol’ was for the purpose 
of obtaining Electronic Intelligence information. At the time of the 
attack the aircraft sent one code group message and repeated it once. 
‘Transmission was then abruptly stopped during an attempt to transmit 
additional information. Prior to the time of attack the aircraft reported 
it was on a southerly-course, at an air speed of 180-knots and at an 
altitude of 6,000 feet. The weather was scattered clouds with modérate 
winds. The moon was full. 


2. The aircraft wes attached to Electronic Countermeasure Squadron ONE 
‘which is based at Iwankuni, Japan.. This squadron conducts regular patrols 
along the coasts of Communist China, North Korea and Siberia to obtain 
‘the frequencies of radar and communication facilities along the coast 

for purposes of intelligence. The aircraft have instructions to remain 
over international waters and to remain at least 20 miles from the coast= 
line. Depending on the sector of the patrol, the planes normally stage 
‘through airfields located at Naha, Okinawa and Sangley Point, P.I. if 
required, 


3. The type aircraft assigned to Squadron VQ—1 is the PAM~1Q which is 
a four engine landplane. The armanent consists of six 20 MM guns mounted 
in three turrets of two guns each. The crew of Navy Aircraft No. 124362 
was 4 officers and 12 enlisted men. 
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4. At 1817Z Commander Taiwan Patrol Foree directed two destroyers from the 
Taiwan Straits Patrol to proceed to the scene and search for survivors. At 
the same time he directed Patrol Squadron FOUR based at Naha to send two 
aircraft to search for the survivors and to be relieved on station. Fighter 

’ gover for the search and rescue forces was provided by Task Force 77 (Fast 
Carrier Task Force) commencing at.0015Z on 23 Augusts:- ' 


5. At 0200Z on 23 August, Commander SEVENTH Fleet informed the commanders 
concerned with the SAR mission that the missing plane might be down in 
position latitude 30°20! North, longitude 122940! East. This position is 
within Chusan Archipelago. The commander of the SAR mission was instructed 
to keep the foregoing in mind while enducting search and rescue operations, 


| 6. The search by surface ships and aircraft on 23 August was negative. Based 
on new information, the SAR commander shifted the datum point of Latitude 

30°20! North, Longitude 122°40' East, to commence at daylight on 24 August. 

Seven Navy surface ships, Navy and Air Force shore ‘based aircraft and carrier 
aircraft with fighter cover joined in the search, © 


7. At 01222, 24 August, wreckage was sighted at Latitude 30°23! North, © 
: longitude 123903! East by airéraft of Task Force 77. At 02402 the destroyer 
: Dennis J. Buckley arrived at the scene and recovered the body of one of the crew 
(life vest not inflated), 2 life rafts, 2 fuel tanks (one of which was marked 
PAM), and one wheel. Wreckage showed fire damage. Condition of life rafts not 
conclusive as to possible prokence of survivors at any time, The search is 
being continued. 


8. The position of the located wreckage is 20 miles east of the datum point 
and 7 miles ESE of the nearest CHICOM Island "LANG KAMG SHAN" in the Chousan 
Archipelago, This position is in International waters as determined by the 
United States, and Chinese Communist territorial retere as determined by 
Communist China. 
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/s/ Arleigh Burke 


Arleigh Burke | 
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